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My Mayoral Year

A complimentary carnival programme accompanies this edition of the Town Crier,  
additional copies can also be obtained from the Council Offices. 

For the latest Carnival info, why not log on to the Town Council website on www.houghtonregis.org.uk or Facebook site.

Once the procession 
reaches the Village Green 
you will be entertained 

with a dancing 
performance from ‘the 

Vintage Show Girls’, 
along with Fairground 
rides, Punch and Judy,  

Arena Displays,  
& So much more!!!!!

CARNIVAL
EDITION

 The theme this year is ‘Yesteryear’ and 
leading this year’s procession is the ‘Roaming 
Prime Street Band’ which leaves at 10:30 from 

Houghton Regis Academy, Parkside Drive
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Houghton Regis Town Council 
Peel Street, Houghton Regis 

Bedfordshire LU5 5EY

Telephone: 01582 708540 
Fax: 01582 861102

Email: info@houghtonregis.org.uk
Website: www.houghtonregis.org.uk

     facebook.com/hrtowncouncil

    pinterest.com/houghtonregistc

    @HRCouncil1

    @HoughtonRegisTC

Officers:
Clare Evans
Town Clerk	     	     01582 708542
Debbie Marsh
Corporate Services Manager	 01582 708 544
Tara Earnshaw
Community Development Officer	  01582 240252
Sarah Gelsthorp
Civic and Events Officer	 01582 708523
Sonia Stennett
Accounts & Cemetery Officer	   01582 708541
Chantel England
Promotions and Administration Officer   01582 240251
Louise Senior
Head of Democratic Services        01582 945697
Matthew Oliver 
Office Apprentice	                               01582 708 540

Councillor contact details:
Houghton Hall Ward:
Cllr. Laura Ellaway	 01582 537 105
Cllr Yvonne Farrell		            01582 897 520
Cllr Tim Welch 		            01582 861 090
Cllr. Chris Slough	 01582 751 881
Cllr. Susan Thorne	 07847 702 499
Cllr. Ken Wattingham	 01582 705 830

Parkside Ward:	
Cllr. Jimmy Carroll	 01582 868 006
Cllr. Don Dixon-Wilkinson	 01582 529 554
Cllr. Joanna Hillyard	 07748 440 901
Cllr. Martin Kennedy	 01582 702 274

Tithe Farm Ward:	
Cllr. David Abbott	 01582 894 060
Cllr. Tracey McMahon	 07948 532 662
Cllr. Richard Scott	 01582 708 540
Cllr. Tony Swain	 01582 522 952

Central Bedfordshire Councillors:	
Antonia Ryan (Parkside) 	 0300 300 8518
Susan Goodchild (Houghton Hall)      0300 300 8525
John Kane (Houghton Hall)	 0300 300 8537
Tony Swain (Tithe Farm)	 0300 300 8567

Houghton Regis
Town Council

Contact Details

Announcement of the New Mayor

Welcome to the Summer 
Carnival Edition of the 
Town Crier!

Another new Council year has begun and 
on reflecting over 2017/18 there have 
been some notable events and 
achievements. Some highlights have been:

• Awarding the late Cllr Robin Hines the 
first Honorary Freeman of the Town title
• Welcomed Cllr Yvonne Farrell to the 
council for the Houghton Hall ward
• The opening of the Houghton Hall Park 
Visitors Centre.
• The construction of a new family games 
and sports area on the Village Green
• The purchase of a beacon to mark 
national events; 
• The installation of 2 flagpoles on the 
Green
• The major refurbishment of Parkside 
Pavilion
• The launch of an enviro crime initiative 
to tackle town wide environmental 
issues such as graffiti, vandalism and 
overgrown areas. This is proving to be 

hugely successful 
with noticeable 
improvements 
being made in 
many areas.  
• Added additional 
events to the 
programme of town 
centre events such 
as Time for Tea, which celebrates different 
National awareness days each month.
• Run an Easter Playscheme and are busy 
planning the summer playscheme

As we look forward to 2018/19 we may 
well begin to see further developments 
coming forward in HRN1, HRN2 and at 
Houghton Regis Central. 

Finally, I would like to thank, on behalf of 
the Town Council, Cllr Jo Hillyard for her 
exceptional service as Mayor to the town 
and its community during 2017/18. 

 

Clare Evans 
Town Clerk

Town Clerk

Following the Annual Meeting on 
Wednesday 16th May 2018, Houghton 
Regis Town Council is pleased to 
announce that Councillor Ken 
Wattingham has been elected as 
the Town Mayor of Houghton Regis 
for 2018/19.  The Deputy Mayor is 
Councillor David Abbott.

During the next year, the new mayor 
Councillor Wattingham will be raising 
funds towards Headway, 1st/3rd 
Houghton Regis Scout Group and Kids 
in Action.
 
Cllr Wattingham was born in Houghton 
Regis, and remained in the town 
with his wife Linda, who sadly passed 
away in April this year, bringing up 
their family. He was co-opted onto 
the Town Council during 2014/15 and 
is delighted to have been elected 
to serve a full term of office.  Ken 
currently volunteers with the SOS bus 
providing first aid assistance at events 
and functions. 

His particular interests as a Councillor 
are enhancing and developing facilities 

and services for young people, the 
older and vulnerable sector of the 
community.

Councillor Wattingham is looking 
forward to supporting his nominated 
charities in the coming year with various 
Mayoral events along with Deputy 
Mayor Councillor Abbott.
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Town Mayor 2017-18

I’m not sure where the last year has gone……but when I 
look at all the pictures it all comes flooding back,  what a 
lot has been happened. The last 12 months have been one 
of  the best and hardest.  I’m sure Beka will agree it was an 
unforgettable experience . When I reviewed all the things 
I hoped for my year, I can truly say that I did just about all 
I had hoped to do, and reading  back over my very first 
speech, this seemed like such a daunting prospect. None of 
it would have been possible without the amazing support 
of my daughter Rebeka who came with me everywhere, 
making sure I had what I needed and went the extra mile 
in engaging with everyone we met. I’m so proud of the 
young woman she has become. 

But none of this year would have been as achievable  without 
the help of Tracey and Jimmy and several other Cllrs. Thank 
you especially Sarah who has kept everything organised, 
and a special thank you must go to Ken, who has been 
affectionately called the “Spare  Mayor”. Ken has been 
incredibly supportive, attending many events as both friend 
and Deputy Mayor.

After setting up the collection point for StreetLife in Jewels, I 
was delighted that it quickly refilled as quickly as we collected 
the donations and that is thanks to the generosity of people in 
the town and donated a steady stream of items throughout 
the year. I was able to purchase many items to help StreetLife 
continue their incredible work.

The Youth Club members were very clear on what they were 
hoping for when I went to see them and I came out with a 
great list of items which were slowly purchased over the year, 
starting with new fridge freezer to assist in all the cooking skills 
they have been learning recently plus many other useful 
items . I’m hoping that during my time at the club I’ve been 
able to break down some of the barriers by showing the 
young people that Mayors and Cllrs share the same hopes, 
fears and challenges as they do. I love that many are now 
comfortable to say hello and stop and chat when they see 
me around. To all the young people and children and even 
the odd adult  in the town I’ve been known as Mayor Jo which 

has been so funny. I’ve heard parents say “ you can’t call her 
that” only to hear the reply “ yes I can, she said I could”. 

Last but not least are Recycled Teenagers. This group has 
really pulled together since the loss of their Chair Linda and 
have continued in their wonderful activities. We recently 
purchased  a new portable PA system and I’ve no doubt 
the members are happy that Dennis is no longer using a 
megaphone in the hall and can use a microphone instead! 

These last few weeks I’ve been asked many times if I  will  
miss being Mayor and that is not an easy thing to answer.  
Yes and No , I will miss the wonderful people I’ve met in 

other towns especially the “Chain Gang”. I will see still the 
incredible people I’ve met here in Houghton Regis.  No 
because of the constant criticism and negativity  received 
from certain quarters. Many do not realise how damaging 
their cruel words can be to people’s self esteem or mental 
health. Maybe  they should  reflect on this to achieve a 
better year ahead.

Rebeka and I will be glad to have our personal time  back 
because we are both exhausted now from doing our very 
best to promote the Town in a positive way. We look forward 
to  supporting the new Mayor and wish him all the very best 
for the coming year.

DEAR RESIDENTS

Tithe Farm Road will be closed on Saturday 
14TH July 2018 from 9am to 12 noon 
to enhance the safety of the carnival 
procession (DISCRETIONARY ACCESS 
PERMITTED BETWEEN 9AM AND 10.15AM) for more details 
please call 01582 708540. We apologise for any 
inconvenience that this may cause but trust that you 
will appreciate the safety benefits that this will create 
for the procession.
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New Household Waste Recycling 
Centre now open on Thorn Turn near
Houghton Regis
The new Thorn Turn Household Waste 
Recycling Centre (tidy tip) on Grendall Lane, 
Houghton Regis, LU5 6GJ opened to the 

public from 9am on Monday 23 April 2018. 

Central Bedfordshire Council’s newly built facility features 
a tidy tip which will accept public and trade waste, and a 
highways and fleet vehicle depot for use by the council. The 
site will replace the existing French’s Avenue tidy tip and the 
Brewers Hill highways depot, which are both in Dunstable. 

The new site is the final part of an investment programme 
by the council to build or redevelop all its recycling sites 
within Central Bedfordshire, and follows the successful 
redevelopment of the Household waste recycling Centres at 
Ampthill, Biggleswade and Leighton Buzzard.

Modern two-level facility makes waste disposal easier
Similar to the councils other sites, Thorn Turn will be a 
modern, two-level facility that allows residents to easily 
dispose of their waste into containers from an elevated 
platform. The spacious layout makes it easy, quick and 
convenient to use; increases safety and minimises 
congestion. The Thorn Turn site will also offer a ‘pay by the 
weight’ affordable trade waste and recycling service which 
will be open from 30 April, and later also a re-use shop on 
site for the public.

Councillor Budge 
Wells, Deputy 
Executive Member for 
Community Services 
at Central Bedfordshire 
Council, said: “This 
new site is a high-
standard facility that 
will provide residents 

with the opportunity to recycle a wider range of materials. 
Recycling does more than save precious resources: it 
also means that council money can be spent on other 
services, rather than the high cost of waste disposal. The 
re-use shop that will later open on site also means that 
unwanted good quality items can have a longer lifespan.
“We would like to thank residents for being patient with 
us during the construction period. Moving the household 
waste recycling centre to its new location will help to 
reduce traffic in Dunstable, and this site is easier for 
vehicles to access.”

The site is also the main highways depot for the council. 
It incorporates a 5,000-tonne capacity barn for storing 
the salt used on roads in the winter, and a vehicle 
maintenance workshop. The depot also houses the 
council’s school and day care transport vehicles. Previously 
the vehicles were kept in 16 locations. Council highways 
staff moved into the new offices on 15 January 2018.

HRN1 Update Spring 2018
During December, January and February we consulted on 
the Site Wide Masterplan and Site Wide Design Code for 
the HRN1 site. We held a series of Design Workshops and 
Public Exhibitions which were attended by over 800 people. 

The Site Wide Masterplan identifies where all of the key 
elements of the scheme will be located within the site. This 
includes the residential and mixed use areas, major areas 
of green open space, the route that key infrastructure, 

including the main street will take, along with landscaping 
and service provision.

The purpose of this Design Code is to set out clear 
guidance to designers and developers and to provide 
a design framework for CBC. It provides the specific 
commitments for approval that consolidate the principles 
established by the Outline Planning Approval from a 
design and place-making perspective. The intention is 
to ensure that the highest design quality is maintained 
throughout the entire development and that the vision for 
HRN1 is delivered.

In April we moved on to consultation on the First Area 
Masterplan for the site (AMP1). AMP 1 covers 114 hectares 
to the North of Thornhill Primary School and West of 
Sundon Road.  AMP1 will include: up to 1050 houses, 
including 30 self build units; a new local centre with cafes, 
shops and potential healthcare provision; a new artificial 
grass pitch; a new two form entry primary school and 
green open space. 

180 people attended our design workshop and exhibition 
events on AMP1. The Site Wide Masterplan and Design 
Code along with Area Masterplan 1 and the associated 
Design Code will shortly be submitted to CBC for 
determination. Once submitted CBC will run its own 
consultation on the Masterplan and Design Codes.

We have also submitted Advanced Infrastructure 
Applications to CBC. These will allow us to commence with 
the initial enabling works, which we hope the start by the 
end of the summer. These will include soil investigation, 
archaeological surveys and installation of drainage pipes 
in the south east of the site.

More information is available at the project website  
www.hrn1.co.uk which is kept regularly updated. 

Strategic Updates

Annual Report 2017/2018
The Annual Report, containing detailed updates on the
work of the Council will be published after the Council 
meeting on 18th June 2018 and will be available on the 
Town Council website. A summary of the report will be 
available in the September edition of the Town Crier.
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Bring me Sunshine - Hottest May Fair on record!

The Town Mayor of Houghton 
Regis, Cllr Joanna Hillyard, officially 
opened Houghton Regis May Fair 
event on Saturday 5th May with 
the Crowning of the May Queen 
Ceremony, during the hottest Bank 
Holiday weekend on record! Queen 
Maisie and Princesses Lucy and 
Kimberley were presented with 
traditional floral headbands, before 
a special Dance to the May Queen 
took place around the Maypole.

During the day there was, music 
from Last of the Summer Ukuleles, 
and a magic show and balloon 
modelling and three sessions of 
Maypole Dancing, which was led 
by Town Mayor, Councillor Joanna 
Hillyard.

A variety of stalls were set up 
on the Village Green, which 
included fudge, crafts, cakes and 
charity stalls, and afternoon tea 
was served in the Village Green 
Pavilion by Houghton Regis Helpers. 
Youth Central also organised a 
community football match taking 
place, which was a big success.
Other activities on the Green 
included ’Go Karting’ and Water 
Zorbs, which were perfect in the 
sunshine, and there was food and 
ice cream.

The Town Council would like to 
thank Signposts for their support with 
marshalling the event, The Safer 
Luton Partnership, Perfect Profiles 
and Zebra Properties for their kind 
sponsorship.

Photographs by Joanna Cross 
Photography
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Who’s	Who?
Chairman	–	Peter	Rogerson	
Vice	Chairman-	David	Hill	
Treasurer	–	Vince	O’Brien	
Booking	Secretary–	Julie	
Cawthorne

There	are	ten	Trustees	
recorded	on	The	Charity	
Commission	website	at	the	
present	Eme.

Town	Council
The	Town	Council	
RepresentaEves	to	the	
CommiGee	are	Cllr	Ken	
WaJngham	and	Cllr	Laura	
Ellaway.

WELCOME
MOVING	FORWARD																
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Key	Trustees

The	Memorial	Hall	is	in	the	Centre	of	
Houghton	Regis	and	is	alive	with	acEviEes	
for	residents,	many	will	be	surprised	at	
the	various	groups	that	use	the	hall.	From	
Bingo	to	Tea	Dance,	Keep	Fit	to	Taekwon-
Do,	Line	Dance	to	U3A	and	W.I.	A	full	list	
has	been	included	in	this	NewsleGer.		

The	Memorial	Hall	was	built	on	the	site	of	
what	was	formally	a	Pub.	Tireless	
fundraising	had	been	taking	place	
between	1945	and	the	opening	in	1957.	

Cllr	H.J	Gale,	Chairman	of	Luton	
Rural	District	Council	laying	the	
foundaEon	stone	in	1957.	The	
Rev.	L	Blackburn	can	be	seen	in	
the	background.

A	SLICE	OF	HISTORY

Pictures©copyright	from	the	Pat	Lovering	/	HRHS	
picture	archive.

The	ConsEtuEon	of	the	Hall	commiGee	
is	laid	down	in	a	Trust	Deed	dated	the	
7th	April	1946	between	Charles	Wells	Ltd	
and	the	then	Houghton	Regis	Parish	
Council.

Thinking	of	a	
Celebration?	
Call	Julie	on	
07598125775	
To	enquire	about	a	Hall	
Booking.

LIVE	IN	THE	COMMUNITY	?		TAKE	A	CLOSER	LOOK	AT	OUR	ACTIVITIES
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	DAY 	GROUP 	TIMES 	CONTACT
	MONDAY Tea	Dance 2.00pm-4.00pm Mr	J	Hunter		01525	633877

Sequence	Dance 4.30pm-7.00pm Mrs	B	Street	01582	662872

Line	Dance 8.00pm-10.00pm Mrs	L	Jenkins	01582	702546

	TUESDAY Retired	Keep	Fit 9.45am-11.15am Mrs	Anthea	07732568268

W.I 1st	Tuesday	&	3rd	Tuesday	of	Month.	
7.30pm-10.00pm

Mrs	B	Callard	(Hall		07598125775)

	WEDNESDAY Bingo 7.00pm-9.15pm Contact		(Hall		07598125775)

	THURSDAY Thursday	Bingo 1.00pm-3.15pm Mrs	M	Scarbough		(Hall	0759812775)

		I.L.T	Taekwon-Do 4.45pm-6.15pm Mr	H	John	07961188190

Spiritual	Church 7.00pm-9.15pm Mrs	C	Adams		01582	703735

	FRIDAY Lunch	Club Last	Friday	of	Month	
11.45am-2.30pm

Contact	(Hall	07598125775)

U3A 2.15pm-4.15pm Rosemary		(Hall	07598125775)

Dunstable	Dance		Club 7.30pm-10.30pm Mrs	A	Murphy	(Hall	07598	125775)

	SATURDAY Line	Dance First	Saturday	of	Month	
7.00pm-11.30pm

Mr	D	Hogg	01582	863734	
Mobile	07768984950

Ballroom	Dancing Last	Saturday	of	Month	
7.30pm-11.30pm

Mr	P	Rogerson	01582	862611

NEWS	
The	Committee	are	still	working	
on	the	Car	Park	Rain	water	
drainage	problems.	Test	holes	
have	recently	been	dug	to	
establish	how	quickly	water	
drains	into	the	soil.	The	
committee	are	now	looking	into	
different	options	for	the	surface.

CHRIS	KAVANAUGH	
Many	will	know	of	the	passing	last	year	
of	Chris	who	for	many	years	was	the	
key	person	handling	bookings	as	well	
as	playing	a	secretary	role	on	the	
Committee.	Her	energy	helped	to	
make	the	Hall	as	we	know	it	today.	The	
Committee	will	be	placing	a	plaque	in

her	honour	in	the	Hall	in	the	near	
future.	

NEW	HALL	BOOKING	
TELEPHONE	NUMBER	

0759	8125775

TOWN	COUNCIL	EVENTS	COMING	SOON		
TOWN	CARNIVAL	-		SATURDAY	14th	JULY	ON	THE	VILLAGE	GREEN	
SKATE	PARK	COMPETITION	-	SATURDAY	26th	JULY		TITHE	FARM		
HOUGHTON	ROCKS	-	SATURDAY	1st	SEPTEMBER	PARKSIDE	
For	more	information	visit	www.houghtonregis.org.uk	

COME	AND	JOIN	US………

Lorem	Ipsum	Dolor Issue	#,	Date

=2

	DAY 	GROUP 	TIMES 	CONTACT
	MONDAY Tea	Dance 2.00pm-4.00pm Mr	J	Hunter		01525	633877

Sequence	Dance 4.30pm-7.00pm Mrs	B	Street	01582	662872

Line	Dance 8.00pm-10.00pm Mrs	L	Jenkins	01582	702546

	TUESDAY Retired	Keep	Fit 9.45am-11.15am Mrs	Anthea	07732568268

W.I 1st	Tuesday	&	3rd	Tuesday	of	Month.	
7.30pm-10.00pm

Mrs	B	Callard	(Hall		07598125775)

	WEDNESDAY Bingo 7.00pm-9.15pm Contact		(Hall		07598125775)

	THURSDAY Thursday	Bingo 1.00pm-3.15pm Mrs	M	Scarbough		(Hall	0759812775)

		I.L.T	Taekwon-Do 4.45pm-6.15pm Mr	H	John	07961188190

Spiritual	Church 7.00pm-9.15pm Mrs	C	Adams		01582	703735

	FRIDAY Lunch	Club Last	Friday	of	Month	
11.45am-2.30pm

Contact	(Hall	07598125775)

U3A 2.15pm-4.15pm Rosemary		(Hall	07598125775)

Dunstable	Dance		Club 7.30pm-10.30pm Mrs	A	Murphy	(Hall	07598	125775)

	SATURDAY Line	Dance First	Saturday	of	Month	
7.00pm-11.30pm

Mr	D	Hogg	01582	863734	
Mobile	07768984950

Ballroom	Dancing Last	Saturday	of	Month	
7.30pm-11.30pm

Mr	P	Rogerson	01582	862611

NEWS	
The	Committee	are	still	working	
on	the	Car	Park	Rain	water	
drainage	problems.	Test	holes	
have	recently	been	dug	to	
establish	how	quickly	water	
drains	into	the	soil.	The	
committee	are	now	looking	into	
different	options	for	the	surface.

CHRIS	KAVANAUGH	
Many	will	know	of	the	passing	last	year	
of	Chris	who	for	many	years	was	the	
key	person	handling	bookings	as	well	
as	playing	a	secretary	role	on	the	
Committee.	Her	energy	helped	to	
make	the	Hall	as	we	know	it	today.	The	
Committee	will	be	placing	a	plaque	in

her	honour	in	the	Hall	in	the	near	
future.	

NEW	HALL	BOOKING	
TELEPHONE	NUMBER	

0759	8125775

TOWN	COUNCIL	EVENTS	COMING	SOON		
TOWN	CARNIVAL	-		SATURDAY	14th	JULY	ON	THE	VILLAGE	GREEN	
SKATE	PARK	COMPETITION	-	SATURDAY	26th	JULY		TITHE	FARM		
HOUGHTON	ROCKS	-	SATURDAY	1st	SEPTEMBER	PARKSIDE	
For	more	information	visit	www.houghtonregis.org.uk	

COME	AND	JOIN	US………

Lorem	Ipsum	Dolor Issue	#,	Date

=2

	DAY 	GROUP 	TIMES 	CONTACT
	MONDAY Tea	Dance 2.00pm-4.00pm Mr	J	Hunter		01525	633877

Sequence	Dance 4.30pm-7.00pm Mrs	B	Street	01582	662872

Line	Dance 8.00pm-10.00pm Mrs	L	Jenkins	01582	702546

	TUESDAY Retired	Keep	Fit 9.45am-11.15am Mrs	Anthea	07732568268

W.I 1st	Tuesday	&	3rd	Tuesday	of	Month.	
7.30pm-10.00pm

Mrs	B	Callard	(Hall		07598125775)

	WEDNESDAY Bingo 7.00pm-9.15pm Contact		(Hall		07598125775)

	THURSDAY Thursday	Bingo 1.00pm-3.15pm Mrs	M	Scarbough		(Hall	0759812775)

		I.L.T	Taekwon-Do 4.45pm-6.15pm Mr	H	John	07961188190

Spiritual	Church 7.00pm-9.15pm Mrs	C	Adams		01582	703735

	FRIDAY Lunch	Club Last	Friday	of	Month	
11.45am-2.30pm

Contact	(Hall	07598125775)

U3A 2.15pm-4.15pm Rosemary		(Hall	07598125775)

Dunstable	Dance		Club 7.30pm-10.30pm Mrs	A	Murphy	(Hall	07598	125775)

	SATURDAY Line	Dance First	Saturday	of	Month	
7.00pm-11.30pm

Mr	D	Hogg	01582	863734	
Mobile	07768984950

Ballroom	Dancing Last	Saturday	of	Month	
7.30pm-11.30pm

Mr	P	Rogerson	01582	862611

NEWS	
The	Committee	are	still	working	
on	the	Car	Park	Rain	water	
drainage	problems.	Test	holes	
have	recently	been	dug	to	
establish	how	quickly	water	
drains	into	the	soil.	The	
committee	are	now	looking	into	
different	options	for	the	surface.

CHRIS	KAVANAUGH	
Many	will	know	of	the	passing	last	year	
of	Chris	who	for	many	years	was	the	
key	person	handling	bookings	as	well	
as	playing	a	secretary	role	on	the	
Committee.	Her	energy	helped	to	
make	the	Hall	as	we	know	it	today.	The	
Committee	will	be	placing	a	plaque	in

her	honour	in	the	Hall	in	the	near	
future.	

NEW	HALL	BOOKING	
TELEPHONE	NUMBER	

0759	8125775

TOWN	COUNCIL	EVENTS	COMING	SOON		
TOWN	CARNIVAL	-		SATURDAY	14th	JULY	ON	THE	VILLAGE	GREEN	
SKATE	PARK	COMPETITION	-	SATURDAY	26th	JULY		TITHE	FARM		
HOUGHTON	ROCKS	-	SATURDAY	1st	SEPTEMBER	PARKSIDE	
For	more	information	visit	www.houghtonregis.org.uk	

COME	AND	JOIN	US………



8 www.houghtonregis.org.uk

The Town Council is thrilled to announce that there will 
again, be a summer playscheme, delivering another fun 
filled and action pack playscheme for children aged 8- 
12. Details are available on our website and Facebook 
page where booking forms can be downloaded or can 
be collected from the Council Office, Peel Street.

Summer Playscheme

DEAR RESIDENTS

As a local resident to Parkside Recreation 
Ground I would like to let you know that 
Houghton Regis Town Council will be 
holding its event called ‘Houghton Rocks’ on Parkside 
Drive Recreation Ground, on Saturday 1st September 
2018 from 12 noon - 6pm. Houghton Rocks is a music 
event, which will be supported by a Car Show,  range 
of stalls, rides and attractions for children and food 
and drink retailers (fully licensed) so it really does 
promise to appeal to all.  Please be assured that the 
event will be carefully managed and fully staffed to 
make sure everyone enjoys themselves, stays safe 
and that there is minimal disruption to residents.
If you would like to know more about the planning 
and management of the event please contact us on  
01582 708540 or email info@houghtonregis.org.uk.
We hope you are able to join us on the day.
Kind Regards
Mrs C Evans
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9 Bedford Square, 
Houghton Regis, Dunstable, 
Bedfordshire. LU5 5ES

www.zebra-properties.co.uk

Email: info@zebra-properties.co.uk

HOUGHTON REGIS

ZEBRA
PROPERTIES

SALES • LETTINGS • MANAGEMENT

As your only local specialist
we’ve got all your property needs 

covered under one roof

)

*

01582 866344

We will help you find the right equipment 
for your mobility or daily living needs. 

 
• Spacious showroom  

• Hundreds of items of 
equipment for sale 

• Trained advisors 

• We will tell you if you can 
get equipment from the 
Local Authority 

•  Wheelchairs 
•  Walking sticks & rollators 
•  Seating 
•  Washing & dressing 
•  Stairlifts 
•  Eating & drinking 
•  Toileting 
•  Profile beds 
•  Seating workshops are 
  held every Thursday 

01582 470900  
www.drcbeds.org.uk 
Opening times: 
9.00am – 5pm Mon to Thurs 
9.00am – 4.45pm Friday  

•  Fully accessible 
•  Blue badge parking 
•  Close to M1 J11A 

Disability 
equipment 

Poynters House, Poynters Road, Dunstable, Bedfordshire, LU5 4TP 
  

The Disability Resource Centre  Registered charity number  1041712 

*at participating retailers 

1 stamp per transaction  £2.50 minimum spend 

Take your completed stamp card along to 
Houghton Regis Town Council, 

Peel Street 
To receive your 

FREE 
Shop Local bag & booklet packed with 

*discount vouchers and freebies! 

*Vouchers must be used by the End of February        
at participating shops where you see the                  

Shop Local logo. 

HRTC Offices –  
Notification of Works

During July / August the council are having 
some internal maintenance works carried out 
within the council offices. In order for these 
works to be completed it is necessary for the office 
to be vacated.
During the completion of the works the council will 
operate from Bedford Square Community Centre.
Preparations are underway to seek to ensure minimal 
disruption to the services of the council. However, we 
would like to ask you to bear with us during this time.
Please check the website and social media channels 
for further updates.

H
O

U

G
H T O N

R

E
G

I
S

T
O

W
N

C O U
N

C
I

L



10 www.houghtonregis.org.uk

	  SPOTLIGHT ON BUSINESS

	  Business Interview with... 

1. How long have you been in Houghton Regis for?
I have been in Houghton Regis for just over two years now. 
I work from home, and the business was set up shortly after 
I moved in.

2. What services do you provide?
We provide general data entry bookkeeping, compiling 
and submission of CIS returns, calculation and submission 
of VAT returns and payroll services.

3. How many do you have working for you?
There’s myself and my business partner Andrew who works 
from his home address in Milton Keynes

4. How are people aware of your business?
We have a website – www.clearbalance.co.uk, 
can be found on Twitter- clearballtd, Facebook – 
clearbalancelimited, and Instagram – clearbalance. 
We’re also shown on Google Maps

5. Do you have opening hours? 
Not specific opening hours. You can contact us by 
email or phone and we may get back to you morning, 
afternoon or evenings if we’re unavailable at the time.

6. What is a typical day like?
A typical day in my own life is very hectic at the moment. 
I have 9 month old twins who rule the house, I spend my 
mornings mostly with them with my laptop by my side so 
I can keep an eye on emails and catch up with any little 
bits that may be more urgent, then my afternoons and 
evenings are spent working with cuddles here and there!

7. What are the organisation’s plans for future 
growth or change?
Our plans for the future are to take on staff and attend 
more networking events locally. We’d love to get 
involved more with the town and be better known in 
Houghton Regis.

houghton
regis 
hullabaloo

free shows
& activities
for families 
& schools

Funded by Whitbread via BLCF, and:

20th - 23rd september

FOR MORE INFO VISIT
FUllHouSE.ORG.UK/hullabaloo
or call 01525 630783

FullHouseTheatre
@fullhousetheaCO

*at participating retailers 

1 stamp per transaction  £2.50 minimum spend 

Take your completed stamp card along to 
Houghton Regis Town Council, 

Peel Street 
To receive your 

FREE 
Shop Local bag & booklet packed with 

*discount vouchers and freebies! 

*Vouchers must be used by the End of February        
at participating shops where you see the                  

Shop Local logo. 



Town Council Calendar  
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Please find below the calendar of meetings 
for the Town Council from June to the end of 
September 2018.  All council meetings are open 
to the public and are held in the Council Offices 
on Peel Street at 7.30pm unless otherwise stated. 
The agendas for forthcoming meeting can be 
found on the notice board outside the offices 
and on the Town Council website. Copies can 
also be obtained from the office.

Date Day Committee Time
4th June Monday Environment & Leisure

6th June Wednesday Events Working Group 

11th June Monday Corporate Services

18th June Monday Town Council

19th June Tuesday Accounts Sub Planning 6.15pm

25th June Monday Community Services  

9th July Monday Accounts Sub Planning 6.15pm

16th July Monday Personnel Sub-Committee 6.30pm

24th July Tuesday Town Partnership 7.00pm

30th July Monday Accounts Sub Planning 6.15pm

20th August Monday Accounts Sub Planning 6.15pm

3rd Sept Monday Community Services 

10th Sept Monday Accounts Sub Planning 6.15pm

17th Sept Monday Corporate Services

Cllr Farrell who has farming, legal profession and show 
business background finally settled in Houghton Regis in 
1989 with her late husband and part-time step children.

Yvonne was recently elected in the May by-election.

Yvonne became interested in the Community after her 
husband passed away and soon after her father was 
diagnosed with dementia of the Alzheimer’s type.  She soon 
became aware of all the fantastic support that’s in the town 
and found she learned a great deal by listening to others.  
Thankful for the support she had been given became a 
volunteer with local groups and organisations to put back 
and thank the community for what she has received. 

She says “It will take a while to settle into the role of 
Councillor there’s a lot to learn but I hope to be able to 
contribute sooner rather than later by helping to take 
Houghton Regis into the next phase that is going to be a 
great asset to the young, inbetweeners and the elderly by 
going forward with a happy, professional approach.  
My extremely diverse background should help in the 
areas chosen to take a special interest in being Corporate 
Services and Environment and Leisure.  The family events 
held by Houghton Regis Town Council are always well 
attended and it’s always a pleasure to be mingling with 
local people in particular the May Fair, Carnival and 
Houghton Rocks are exciting with a terrific atmosphere.  I 
also love the amazing walks and wildlife areas we have 
right on our doorstep.  

Onwards and upwards, think positive and never look back.” 

Welcome to the New Houghton Hall Cllr



General Data Protection Regulation
CONSENT FORM

Your privacy is important to us and we would like to communicate with you about the council and its activities.  To do so we need your 
consent.  Please fill in your relevant contact information below, confirm what you would like to be contacted about, how you would like to 
be contacted and confirm your consent to being contacted.

Section 1
Your contact details:

Name:  ................................................................................................

Organisation (if applicable):  ..........................................................

Address:	  ............................................................................................

Postcode: ...........................................................................................	

Section 2
What you would like to be contacted about:

	 Local news and updates  

	 Council & Mayoral events

	 Council meetings

	 Local charitable, voluntary and community groups 

	 Other local events and activities 

You can grant consent to any or all of the purposes listed.

Section 3
How would you like to be contacted: 

	 Yes please, I would like to receive communications by email

	 Yes please, I would like to receive communications by telephone

	 Yes please, I would like to receive communications by mobile phone including text message

	 Yes please, I would like to receive communications by post

You can grant consent to any or all of the contact methods listed.

Only relevant contact information will be retained. 

To find out more:

You can find out more about how we use your data from our “Privacy Notice” which is available from our website or from the council office 
(details above). 
You can withdraw or change your consent at any time by contacting the council office (details above).

Your Consent: 

I give consent to be contacted using the details provided in Section 1 about the matters ticked in Section 2 and using the means of 
communication ticked in Section 3. 
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HOUGHTON REGIS TOWN COUNCIL
Peel Street, Houghton Regis, Bedfordshire, LU5 5EY

Telephone: 01582 708540   Fax: 01582 861102   Email: info@houghtonregis.org.uk
www.houghtonregis.org.uk

Name: 		  ……………...........…………………………...........	
Organisation 
(if applicable):	  …………………………………….............	...........

Signature: 	  ……………………………........................	...........

Date:		  …………………………….........................	...........

If you are aged 13 or under your parent or guardian 
should fill in their details below to confirm their consent

…………………………….........................	...........

…………………………….........................	...........

…………………………….........................	...........

…………………………….........................	...........

Telephone number:  .......................................................................................

Mobile number:  .............................................................................................

Email:  ..............................................................................................................


